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  I don’t live in New York ,   I  live In New York ! 

Jessica Monaghan,  
Carthage CSD  

NEW YORK’S RURAL SCHOOLS THE FORGOTTEN CRISIS 
Rural Schools Association of New York State 

Testimony Before The 

Joint Legislative Budget Hearing 

on 

Elementary  and Secondary  Education 

January 31, 2018 

Listen to Testimony Here - Begins at 7:16:35

Joint Legislative Budget Testimony (pdf). 

Analysis of Executive Budget (pdf) 

mailto:dal295@cornell.edu
mailto:gkr1@cornell.edu
mailto:tem75@cornell.edu
http://www.RSANY.org
https://cardi.cals.cornell.edu/sites/cardi.cals.cornell.edu/files/shared/documents/RSA/Legislative%20Hearing%20Testimony%202018-4.pdf
https://cardi.cals.cornell.edu/sites/cardi.cals.cornell.edu/files/shared/documents/RSA/ADVOCACY%20ALERT%201-24-18.pdf
<div style="position:relative;height:0;padding-bottom:56.17%"><iframe src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/T-8wgogXfX4?ecver=2" style="position:absolute;width:100%;height:100%;left:0" width="641" height="360" frameborder="0" allow="autoplay; encrypted-media" allowfullscreen></iframe></div>
https://cardi.cals.cornell.edu/sites/cardi.cals.cornell.edu/files/shared/documents/RSA/2-1-18%20RSA%20Testimony%20from%201-31-18.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T-8wgogXfX4#action=share
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RURAL SCHOOLS INNOVATION SUMMIT! 

SATURDAY, MARCH 3 

KELSEY’S AT THE ALBANY HILTON 

12-4 P.M. 
SPONSORED BY YOUR PARTNERS AT  

C&S COMPANIES AND RIGHT REASON TECHNOLOGIES. 

 
Coming to the NYSCOSS Winter Institute? An early start can mean all the difference for your district! The Rural 
Schools Association of New York State is once again presenting its Education Innovation Summit on the afternoon pre-
ceding the NYSCOSS Winter Institute. 
 

It’s a challenging year for all districts, making our need to learn the most innovative and effective educational programs 
and services of vital importance! 
 

Begin with a great networking lunch and then hear from: 
 

Dr. Katrina Bratge, Assistant Professor, SUNY Cortland 

School Music Programs that Defy the Trend of Diminishing Resources. 
 

Join this interactive session featuring New York State School Music Association sponsored research which identifies 
factors that support the growth and resilience of school music programs even in the wake of strained fiscal resources. 
Key findings regarding district, teacher, student, parent and community qualities will be shared. 

 

Dr. Joseph Fantigrossi, PreK-12 Intervention Coordinator, Lyons Central School District 

Jay Roscup, Grants Administrator, Wayne County Schools 

Trauma Informed Schools- Starting the Journey 

 

An overview of current research on childhood trauma and the impact of trauma on students’ ability to learn is coupled 
with practical examples of Trauma Informed practices organized using a Multi-Tiered System of Supports. 

 

Dr. Gretchen Rymarchyk, Deputy Director, Rural Schools Association of NY 

Listening Session: Opioid Impacts on Rural NY’s Schools and Communities 

 

This session will be a guided discussion following up on RSA’s fall survey results around opioid impacts among mem-
ber districts. An overview of state and federal efforts to combat this crisis will precede an analysis of strengths and 
weaknesses for rural areas. Attendees will have ample opportunity to contribute information and insights for how RSA 
can best serve rural schools on this particular issue. 

 

To register for this event please visit the NYSCOSS website  

https://www.nyscoss.org/educational_opportunities/Winter-Institute-and-Lobby-Day_89_pg.htm 

https://www.nyscoss.org/educational_opportunities/Winter-Institute-and-Lobby-Day_89_pg.htm
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New York’s Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)  

Consolidated State Plan Approved  

 

We are pleased to inform you that on Tuesday, January 16, 2018, the United States Department of Education 
approved New York’s ESSA Consolidated State Plan.  This milestone would not have been achieved without 
your contributions, for which we are enormously grateful.  As you know, your RSA was part of SED’s “Think 
Tank” that helped form New York State’s ESSA application. 

  

The press release regarding NY’s approved plan may be accessed at: http://www.nysed.gov/news/2018/us-
department-education-approves-new-york-states-every-student-succeeds-act-plan 

  

NY’s approved plan is posted to SED’s ESSA Website as follows: 

Without tracked changes: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/accountability/essa/documents/nys-essa-plan-final-1-16-
2018.pdf 
 
With tracked changes: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/accountability/essa/documents/nys-essa-plan-final-1-16-
2018-with-tracked-changes.pdf 

 

Thank you for forwarding your suggestions on ESSA to RSA so that we could contribute to the new law. 

http://www.nysed.gov/news/2018/us-department-education-approves-new-york-states-every-student-succeeds-act-plan
http://www.nysed.gov/news/2018/us-department-education-approves-new-york-states-every-student-succeeds-act-plan
http://www.nysed.gov/news/2018/us-department-education-approves-new-york-states-every-student-succeeds-act-plan
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/accountability/essa/documents/nys-essa-plan-final-1-16-2018.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/accountability/essa/documents/nys-essa-plan-final-1-16-2018.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/accountability/essa/documents/nys-essa-plan-final-1-16-2018-with-tracked-changes.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/accountability/essa/documents/nys-essa-plan-final-1-16-2018-with-tracked-changes.pdf
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  Mattituck-Cutchogue Union Free School District Cutchogue,  

  Long Island, New York 
 

 SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

 

The Board of Education of the Mattituck-Cutchogue UFSD is accepting applications for this key leadership role 

in the 1,167 student K – 12 school district located on the north fork of Eastern Long Island. The Board is seeking 

an experienced educational leader who has the following characteristics: 

 

 Experience with curriculum development, technology, the budget process, finances, and labor rela-

tions. 

 Experience as a classroom teacher, building level administrator, and central office leader. 

 Someone with a strong commitment to academic excellence, who possesses outstanding communication 

and leadership skills. 

 

New York State SDA or SDL certification required. The Board is prepared to offer a regionally competitive 

compensation package. An application and a brochure describing the position and the school district can be 

found at: www.esboces.org. 

Application deadline: Friday, February 16, 2018 

Send letter of intent and resume to: 
 

Mattituck-Cutchogue Search 

c/o Dr. Julie Davis Lutz, Chief Operating Officer Eastern Suf-

folk BOCES 

PO Box 454 

Medford, NY 11763 

or email: suptsearch@esboces.org 

 

Equal Opportunity Employer 

http://www.esboces.org
mailto:suptsearch@esboces.org
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NEW YORK GROWN FOOD FOR NEW YORK KIDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call to Action: Increase Access to Farm Fresh Food in K-12 Schools  

in New York! 
 
 

 

This year, New York has a significant opportunity to help our schools buy more fresh, healthy, local food to serve to our 
children. 
 

This is good for children, farms and rural communities. 

 

But to make that happen, your state representatives need to hear from YOU! 

 

 

Take a moment to call or write your State Senator and Assemblymember today: 

Sample Script: "Hello, my name is [your name]. I'm a constituent in your district, and a part of the NY Grown 
Food for NY Kids coalition. I'm calling to urge you to include $10 million in funding for a Locally Sourced 

School Meal Reimbursement for K-12 schools, and $1.5 million for Farm to School grants in this year's one-
house budget. Farm to School is good for our children’s health, good for farmers, and good for the state's econ-

omy. Thank you for your time and attention." 

 

Visit www.finys.org/nyfood4nykids for more information, sample letters of support or to find your state representa-
tive’s contact information. Spread the word on social media using #NYFood4NYKids and follow @GrowFINYS on 

Twitter for the latest updates. 

Thank you for brightening the future for New York kids and New York farmers! 

This Call to Action is Active until February 14th, 2018 

http://www.finys.org/nyfood4nykids
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NEW YORK GROWN FOOD FOR NEW YORK KIDS 
 

Farm to School programs are an important way to address food insecurity, curb the rise 
in childhood obesity, support New York’s farmers and help our rural communities 
grow. As part of the 2018 State of the State, Governor Cuomo proposed to double the 
state’s investment in the Farm to School grants and quadruple the current meal reim-
bursement to 25 cents for schools who purchase 30% of meal ingredients from New 
York farmers. Your RSA helps lead the statewide “New York Grown Food for New 
York Kids”, a coalition that strongly supports these proposals and wishes to see them 

included in the state’s 2018-19 budget.  

 

Farm to School is a Win-Win, Improving the Health of our Children 

 and Supporting New York Farmers 

 

According to the NY Department of Health, nearly 1 in 5 children are obese, with 1 in 3 considered obese or over-
weight—a record high. Schools across New York State serve breakfast, lunch and afterschool meals annually to 1.7 mil-
lion schoolchildren, and providing more fresh and minimally processed foods to students in schools is an important way 
to improve health outcomes while teaching healthy habits. For food-insecure children, school meals can be their only 
daily dependable source of food.  As a result, Farm to School is an effective way to improve access to healthy food for 
our most vulnerable children. Farm to School also supports our state’s rural economy and the viability of New York 
farms. Recent studies show: 

 Each dollar invested in Farm to School activities stimulates, on average, an additional $1.67 in local economic 
activity.  

 For each job created in Farm to School, 1.6 more are created within the community.  
 Opening K-12 schools as new markets to farmers helps them diversify their business and mitigate risk while 

creating markets for products like small apples and pears.   
 

While the State of New York has taken important steps to 
build the state Farm to School program, more can be done 
to meaningfully increase the amount of New York grown 
food purchased by our schools (to serve to our kids.) New 
York State’s per meal reimbursement for K-12 schools has 
not increased past the current rate of $0.5999 in over 40 
years, and K-12 schools report a lack of funds to purchase 
local foods. There is also a dearth of infrastructure, market 
pathways and human knowledge of how to process, distrib-
ute, store and cook farm fresh foods in K-12 schools. All of 
this continues to suppress the growth potential of Farm to 
School throughout New York.  

 

Recommendations: 

Governor Cuomo’s FY 18/19 budget included the following elements to improve Farm to School in NY: 

 Creating a 25 cent meal reimbursement for schools that spend 30% of their food dollars on New York grown 
fresh and minimally processed foods.  

 Doubling the Farm to School Grant allocation to $1.5 million to help schools and other organizations purchase 
equipment and build the human capital, knowledge and skills necessary to purchase, prepare and promote New 
York grown foods for New York kids.  

 
Our coalition approves of these proposals and recommends that the State Legislature include these in their One House 
Budget proposals and the final version of the 2018/19 New York State Budget. 
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Drive for 25 Gives Mini Grants to Local Farms to  

Provide Food for Local Schools 

For local farmers, selling produce to school cafeterias can be difficult. The 
health requirements are stringent, and school kitchens are used to at least 
semi-processed ingredients. But now farms can get funding to do some of the 
cleaning and processing directly, through mini grants. 

The mini grants are a subset of the Drive for 25 Farm to School grant, started 
in 2016 by the Adirondack North Country Association, with funding ob-
tained by Assemblywoman Addie A.E. Jenne, D-Theresa. 

The grant gives a total of $300,000 to support local schools purchasing pro-
duce in Ms. Jenne’s 116th District, according to ANCA Local Economies 
and Agriculture Director Joshua Bakelaar. Of this, $200,000 is given directly 
to schools that buy local produce to cover the increased costs, and the re-
maining $100,000 covers administration, support and other programs — in-
cluding the mini grants. 

At the moment, 19 out of 20 eligible schools in the pilot area have joined the 
program. The goal is to give students access to more nutritious food while also supporting economic development for 
local farms. 

“We’re really looking at strengthening our communities,” Mr. Bakelaar said. “It’s a really great program that can do both 
of those things at the same time.” 

The mini grants distributed just $5,000 for its first year to three local farms — Martin’s Farmstand in Potsdam and Birds-
foot and Fuller’s Farm in Canton. Both Martin’s Farmstand and Birdsfoot have sold food to local schools previously, but 
this will help them streamline their operations. 

Daniel Martin, who runs the Farmstand, said he has been selling a little bit of produce to local schools since 2008, but it 
has increased in recent years. He was one of the first farmers to join Drive for 25. 

Martin’s Farmstand received a mini-grant of $1,850 to purchase a $1,500 food processor to slice, grate and grind pro-
duce. The rest will go towards a $5,000 walk in freezer Mr. Martin hopes to install. 

“Mostly the schools want stuff ready to go,” Mr. Martin said. 

Mr. Martin already does some of this processing to sell to schools. He spoke to the Times while driving to Watertown 
with 330 pounds of frozen strawberries for the school district, all processed with home-kitchen equipment. The food pro-

cessor and freezer will allow him to provide a larger range of foods to 
schools, and more efficiently. 

“If we have a freezer, we don’t have to match the day (the produce) is 
ready in the field to the day the cafeteria is ready for it,” Mr. Martin 
said. 

Mr. Martin and the other farmers that he works with can provide a broad range of produce. 

“We’re producing most of what’s in the seed catalog,” he said. For him, the challenge is getting some of the more ob-
scure vegetables into schools. 

Kerstin “Dulli” Tengeler, farmer and  
partner at Birdsfoot Farm, in the field.  

Photo courtesy of Birdsfoot Farm 
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“I haven’t sold very many beets to the schools,” Mr. Martin said. “There’s a lot 
more potential for celery than celeriac.” 

Other farmers, like Kerstin “Dulli” Tengeler, farmer and partner at Birdsfoot Farm, 
are focused on just a few crops, mainly lettuce and other greens. Ms. Tengeler is 
receiving $1,260 for a UV light for the wash station where they clean produce to 
kill any bacteria in the water they use. Birdsfoot farm joined the Drive for 25 last 
year, but has not sold much food to schools yet. 

“We only had two deliveries last year because the program was just starting,” Ms. Tengeler said. She is to start deliver-
ing more this year, and selling lettuce, greens and cherry tomatoes to her local Canton schools, which she has not yet 
done. 

Eventually, she would like to have a complete processing station at the farm. 

“I think the grant helped me reach out to the schools,” she said. “We’re grateful for 
everything we get.” 

For farmers, the equipment purchased with mini-grants benefits all their opera-
tions. Both Mr. Martin and Ms. Tengeler said they would use the equipment for all 
their produce, not just what they 
sell to schools. 

“(The grants are) extending the season for everyone, expanding markets 
beyond the schools,” Mr. Bakelaar said. 

Mr. Bakelaar said that they received applications for over $11,000 in 
mini grant funding this year, and hopefully will be able to expand the 
program to more farms next year. The Drive for 25 may also expand 
soon, as Governor Andrew M. Cuomo endorsed a state-wide school to 
farm program in his recent State of the State address. 

“This pilot really fits well with the governor’s proposal,” Mr. Bakelaar 
said. “We’re really excited to see that go forward.” 

 

Article reprinted from Watertown Daily Times  

Article written by: ABRAHAM KENMORE 
AKENMORE@WDT.NET  

Canton CSD High School  

Drive for 25 Farm to School Grant website  
https://adirondack.org/Drivefor25 

mailto:AKENMORE@WDT.NET
https://adirondack.org/Drivefor25
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Forestville, Pine Valley Schools Awarded 
Farm to School Grant 

 
Forestville and Pine Valley school districts are the proud 
recipients of a two-year $81,820 New York state Farm-
to-School grant. 
 
Forestville superintendent Renee Garrett announced the 
good news during a recent school board meeting, inform-

ing the board that, “The purpose is to offer our students more fruits and vegetables that are locally grown and farm-
fresh, daily year-round and showcases for them what is available right in our community: lettuce, spinach, tomatoes, 
celery, carrots, onions, apples, blackberries, blueberries, raspberries, corn, and squash (plus maple syrup, honey, beef, 
pork, and chicken). Any time we are able to make a school community connection like this everyone benefits.” 
 
A large portion of the grant will be going towards the purchase of new kitchen equipment, said Garrett. 
 
“It’s equipment required for properly preserving, preparing/cooking, and serving farm products, such as: countertop vac-
uum sealer, blender for fruit/vegetable smoothies, commercial sectionalizer, blast chiller (freezer), countertop convection 
steamer, reach-in and walk-in commercial refrigerators and coolers, knives, cutting boards, and aluminum pans.” 
 
Garrett said that Forestville “is the host district (for the grant), so everything is coming through our kitchen and our staff 
and we transport to Pine Valley. But it’s Pine Valley farmers and Forestville farmers that will help us make this happen.” 
 
Terry Brown, Forestville’s cook manager told the board that, in addition to the grant, Governor Andrew Cuomo is pro-
posing an incentive package for “school districts to use more local farm-fresh products,” said Brown. “Cuomo will pro-
pose an increase in the reimbursement of schools to receive from the current 5.9 percent per meal to 25 cents per meal 
for any district that purchases at least 30 percent ingredients from New York farms. 
What a perfect situation with the grant coming through. It’s amazing.” 
 
Garrett spelled out some of the funding details in a newsletter. 
 
“The project will serve all 457 Forestville students in grades PreK-12 and all 551 Pine 
Valley students in grades PreK-12, for a total of 1,008 students and 14 farmers/farms. 
 
“Because 61.9 percent of the request is comprised of equipment costs, and all but 
$757.80 of the equipment costs are for items that will last several years, the investment is primarily one-time and just 
$28,584.72 of the requested 2-year amount represents ongoing costs. 
 
“The ongoing program cost is expected to be $14,292.36 per year. Some equipment will be new equipment the districts 
lack, but other equipment items (such as the walk-in cooler and refrigerators) will replace existing equipment well past 
its useful age and failing and therefore requiring replacement to support a robust, expanding farm-to-school program. 
Replacing these items will eliminate ongoing kitchen equipment maintenance costs averaging $5,000-6,000 per year, per 
district.” 
 
The Farm-to-School grant program totals $1 million state-wide. 
 
“This investment continues our efforts to help our youngest New Yorkers learn healthy eating habits while also support-
ing the state’s agricultural industry,” Governor Cuomo said in a statement. “The program is a win-win for our communi-
ties and with $1 million awarded to projects across the state, we are helping to create a stronger, healthier New York.” 
 
Reprinted from Observer Today 
Written by: DAMIAN SEBOUHIAN 
dsebouhian@observertoday.com 

Forestville CSD  Pine Valley CSD  

mailto:dsebouhian@observertoday.com
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Mission: The New York State Community Schools Network advocates to develop, promote, and sustain community 
schools in collaboration with government, local school districts, and community partners. Through a diverse coalition 
of community-based agencies, parents, teachers, and statewide advocates, we champion effective community school 
policies so that children and families can thrive. 

  

                                         NEW YORK STATE BUDGET PRIORITIES FY19 

 

Since 2013 state funding for community schools has supported districts in sustaining existing and 
implementing new community school initiatives. Community Schools are proving to be an effec-
tive educational strategy in helping students succeed by providing schools with the tools and resources that are neces-
sary to remove the barriers to learning. Therefore the “Network” requests the following to adequately fund and sus-
tain community school statewide: 

 Maintain $300 million in existing community school funding: 

 Foundation Aid Community Schools Set Aside at $150 million 

   Consolidate existing community school grants in a new aid: 

 School Receivership for persistently struggling schools at $75 million 

 Community School Grants for persistently struggling and struggling schools at $75 million 

 

 Support Governor Cuomo’s proposed $50 million increase for community schools; however, we request 
that new funding exist in a new aid so additional school districts currently not accessing the Community 
Schools Set Aside funding can develop community school initiatives. 

 Support Governor Cuomo’s proposed inclusion of $1.2 million to establish three Community Schools 
Regional Technical Assistance Centers (TACs) to provide support to school districts establishing or operat-
ing community schools. This investment was initially made in the FY17-18 State Budget. 

 Invest an additional $415,550 in funding for Community Schools Regional Technical Assistance Centers 
(TACs), for a total of $1.615 million. School districts and community partners must receive the necessary 
support and implementation assistance to ensure their efforts are successful. An additional $415,550 would 
provide funding for each TAC to hire a dedicated staff member for on-site technical assistance and coaching 
and will allow for an annual “statewide” convening for community school directors or district representatives. 

 

The “Network” also supports critical funding for the programs and services that community schools effective-
ly leverage and coordinate in order to ensure that students and their families are supported and engaged. In 
collaboration with the New York State Network for Youth Success, Winning Beginning New York, and the 
New York School-Based Health Alliance, we support the following budget requests: 

 

Afterschool and Summer Programs: 

 Restore Advantage After-School to the FY16-17 appropriation level of $22.3 million. The FY17- 18 budget 
included a $2.5 million cut to this program, threatening 1,800 students with the loss of their program begin-
ning next school year. 
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 Support the Governor’s $10 million proposed increase for the Empire State After-School Program to serve an 
additional 6,250 students. Support the Governor’s proposal to expand eligibility to nonprofit community-based 
organizations to apply directly for funds in future rounds. 

 Protect 21st Century Community Learning Centers 

 Due to the uncertainty of funding at the federal level, New York State must ensure no loss of program-
ming to students currently enrolled in 21st CCLC program by providing any necessary funding to 
make up for any cuts in the FY18 federal budget. 

 

Early Learning: 

 Invest at least $150 million to ensure children outside of New York City have access to quality full-day pre-k 
programs and to enhance quality and eliminate barriers to expansion in districts ready with a plan to meet the 
needs of and prioritize at-risk children in their communities. 

 

School-Based Health: 

 Increase funding for School Based Health Centers to FY17 levels. 

 

Members of the New York State Community Schools Network: 

Alliance for Quality Education  

Broome County Promise Zone  

Children’s Aid 

New York City Coalition for Educational Justice  

New York School-Based Health Alliance 

New York State Network for Youth Success  

New York State United Teachers 

Rockland 21C 

Rural Schools Association of New York State  

United Federation of Teachers 
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In Case You Missed It… 

 

As a means to better serve our members, RSA has just published its first Member 
Exclusive – a brief report chock full of resources on a particular topic. This first Mem-
ber Exclusive is entitled Evidence Based Solutions for Disruptive Behavior in the Ele-
mentary Classroom where we summarized research findings and listed the more tried-
and-true programs out there to handle this issue, many without hiring additional mental 
or behavioral health staff. Links to all resources are provided so you can easily take it 
to the next step if you wish. This is your membership dues hard at work - If you did not 
receive yours, please contact Gretchen at gkr1@cornell.edu to get yours. 

 

 

RSA’s new website is being updated regularly with news, resources, and advocacy materials – don’t miss out: 
check it regularly at RSANY.org.  Updates this month included NYSSBA’s call for proposals for the Rural 
Strand in their annual conference, the RSA call for proposals for the summer conference, a blizzard of updates 
on our activities in Albany and budget implications, news about our members, and more.  
 
 
The Rural Schools Association summer conference is scheduled for July 8-10, 2018 in Cooperstown, NY. 
The theme is “Better People, Better Programs “ and presentation proposals  are being accepted through Febru-
ary 2, 2018. You can find application information here. 
 
 
Congratulations to Forestville and Pine Valley Central School Districts, Sidney Central School District, 
Broome-Tioga BOCES, and St. Lawrence-Lewis BOCES - they are all direct recipients of Farm-to-School 
grants! Read more about this grant program, and find some free resources you can use to improve your school 
lunchroom here. 
 

 

 

Charles H. Dyson School of Applied Economics and Management and  

Cornell College of Agriculture and Life Sciences.  

 

Cornell economist Steven Kyle made his annual assessment of the cur-
rent national economy and predictions for the coming year Jan. 22 at 
the 2018 Agricultural and Food Business Outlook Conference.  

 

 

 

https://cals.cornell.edu/news/us-economy-will-trot-along-2-percent-clip- 

2018?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cals_field_notes 

Dr. Gretchen Rymarchyk, 

Deputy Director RSA 

Cornell economist Steven Kyle  

mailto:gkr1@cornell.edu
https://cals.cornell.edu/news/us-economy-will-trot-along-2-percent-clip-2018?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cals_field_notes
https://cals.cornell.edu/news/us-economy-will-trot-along-2-percent-clip-2018?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cals_field_notes
www.rsany.org
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/4f7b4b_1ea44eb2e29f4ee1bcf783e7495d7535.pdf
https://www.rsany.org/single-post/2018/01/24/Member-Districts-Win-Farm-to-School-Grant



