
  
 

RSA MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
  
OK, so we’re in a brand new environment! “Virtually” everything about how we provide public 
education has been turned on its ear.  We’re doing the impossible, overnight.  To top it all off, 
money is going to be tight.  
  
We at your Rural Schools Association are trying our best to provide you with very real benefits 
from your membership.  Our advocacy on your behalf at both the state and federal levels has 
been continual and effective.  Our research and resources are allowing you to make the best of a 
bad situation.  More importantly, they will allow you to take advantage of this moment in history 
to come out on the other side as more efficient and more effective. 
  
We like to think of membership in RSA as the best $750 investment 
your district could make.  
  
We understand the fiscal pressure you’re experiencing and so the 
RSA Board of Directors has determined that for the third year in a row, dues will remain at 
$750.  In the past we’ve done our very best to have increased revenues from outside sources 
offset any inflationary increases at your association.  This year with the necessary cancellation of 
the Spring and Summer Conferences, that won’t be possible.  So, we’re tightening our belts.  Just 
like you, we’ll be more efficient, work harder and make do with what we’re provided.   
  
To make your membership easier, we are moving up our membership drive to allow you to pay 
your dues in the current budget year.  You’ll be receiving your membership request soon.  Please 
support your RSA in supporting you! 
 

RSA TO GOVERNOR:  
ON SCHOOL VOTING- GO TO PLAN B! 

RSA has transmitted the following letter to Governor Andrew Cuomo: 



 



 



 



 
HELP US HONOR YOUR GREAT WORK! 

RSA is creating a video to thank school leaders and educators for their 
heroic work during the crisis.  To do it right, we need your photos and 
video clips!  Send us photos of kids doing work over the internet, kids 
working with their teacher, examples of unique things staff has done to 
connect with kids, whatever your district has done to rise to this 

challenge, we’d like to include!  Please send your photos and video clips to 
mzellers2001@gmail.com.    

 
 

IS YOUR DISTRICT ELIGIBLE FOR 
UNRESTRICTED FEDERAL FUNDS? 

Federal funding under the Rural and Low-Income School (RLIS) program is important to many 
of our districts, particularly given that the funding is unrestricted as to its use.  Earlier this year 
you may remember that the US Department of Education tried to stop funding for schools it 
determined were not using the appropriate measure of poverty.  Political backlash in Congress 
has forced them to allow all of the school districts formerly receiving funding to continue their 
eligibility this year.  The letter from the Assistant Secretary to chief state school officers 
outlining the specifics is below, as well as a link to a list of all eligible districts.  If you appear on 
the list but do not apply for this funding, please know that the funding is based simply on the 
number of students and that the funds can be used for any legitimate school purpose.  
  
Dear Chief State School Officer: 
  
I write to share how the U.S. Department of Education (Department) will determine eligibility of 
local educational agencies (LEAs) for fiscal year (FY) 2020 funds under the Rural and Low-
Income School (RLIS) program. This determination relates to an issue Department staff 
uncovered in late FY 2019 regarding the use of alternative poverty data to determine LEA 
eligibility. More specifically, as part of a review of our processes for awarding Rural Education 
Achievement Program (REAP) funds through the Small, Rural School Achievement (SRSA) and 
RLIS programs,1 we discovered that some LEAs had been erroneously determined to be eligible 
for RLIS funding on the basis of alternative poverty measures instead of data from the U.S. 
Census Bureau’s Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE), as required in section 
5221(b)(1)(A)(i) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended (ESEA). 
  
The Department subsequently took action to notify States of the data required to determine future 
RLIS eligibility and indicated that only SAIPE data would be used to determine eligibility for 
RLIS in FY 2020. Nevertheless, given seven States in FY 2019 relied on the Department’s past 
acceptance of alternative poverty data in place of SAIPE data, we have concluded that the 
Department has a reasoned basis not to make changes to the Department’s processes for 
determining RLIS eligibility for FY 2020 funds. As such, the Department will allow States and 
LEAs to transition to the RLIS SAIPE data requirements. Accordingly, any LEA that the 
Department determined was eligible for FY 2019 RLIS funding (either on the basis of SAIPE 

data or alternative poverty data) will be considered eligible for FY 2020 funds.2 In addition, 
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LEAs that were not eligible for FY 2019 RLIS funding that meet RLIS rural requirements and 
have FY 2020 SAIPE poverty levels of 20 percent or above will also be eligible for FY 2020 
RLIS funds. Rural non-geographic LEAs for which SAIPE data are not available that are eligible 
based on the same State-derived equivalent of SAIPE data that the State uses to make allocations 
under Part A of Title I of the ESEA, consistent with 34 C.F.R. § 200.72, will also be eligible for 
FY 2020 RLIS funds. 
  
I have attached a list of all LEAs that are eligible for FY 2020 RLIS funds, including those that 
are eligible on the basis of FY 2019 data and those that are eligible on the basis of FY 2020 data. 
The Department will also update the Master Eligibility Spreadsheet (available at 
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-formula-grants/rural-insular-native-achievement-
programs/rural-education-achievement-program/rural-and-low-income-school-
program/eligibility/) to reflect these changes and will notify any LEA that is now eligible for 
both RLIS and SRSA, so that it can make an informed decision about whether to apply for SRSA 
(or withdraw its SRSA application) in light of its RLIS eligibility. 
  
If you have any questions about RLIS or SRSA eligibility, please contact Patrick Carr at 202-
708-8196 or by email at patrick.carr@ed.gov.  
  
Sincerely, 
Frank T. Brogan 
Assistant Secretary for Elementary and Secondary Education 
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