
 

STATE BUDGET VIGIL CONTINUES 

THROUGH THIS AFTERNOON 

It’s April 1st and the state should have had a budget by 11:59 last evening.  It doesn’t.  That’s no 

surprise, given that state leaders have been engaged in crisis management 

while negotiating the budget and have had to figure out how to debate 

and vote remotely.  Despite the odds, some of the less contentious aspects 

of the state budget were in fact enacted by the deadline, including 

payment of state debt service. 

 

At today’s daily press conference, the governor indicated that for the 

remainder of state spending there is a “conceptual agreement on the budget with the 

leaders.  They’re briefing their members. “ Legislative houses will vote on the major portions of 

the budget later today, including state aid for public education.  While the governor declined to 

divulge specifics (so that legislators could hear it from their leaders first), prior indications 

pointed to a freeze in Foundation Aid and potential cuts to other state education aid categories.  

 

In developing the budget the state is planning for up to $10 billion less in revenue.  It will be 

doing short term borrowing, given the delay in the state’s tax deadline 

from April 15 to July 15.  While not specific, the governor said that the 

state will spend more later in the year if more revenue comes in.  This 

may be an indication that the legislature has acquiesced in the governor’s 

plan for the legislature to allow him to unilaterally adjust the budget 

throughout the year.  Good government groups have criticized that plan, saying the legislature is 

a co-equal branch of government and cannot give up its constitutional responsibility to authorize 

expenditures.  “This budget is a robust budget,” according to the governor.  “We did not scale 

back our efforts or ambitions to advance the state to greater heights.” However, this bold 

statement wasn’t referring to maintaining the state’s commitment to public education, but rather 

to its goals surrounding racial and other forms of equity. 

 

Earlier today, your RSA participated in its virtual annual federal conference as a member of the 

steering committee of the National Rural Education Advocacy 

Coalition.  During a meeting with top U.S. Department of Education 

staff members, there was an indication that Congress would take up 

another stimulus bill aimed at aiding public education that have been 

subjected to state aid cuts resulting from the COVID-19 

crisis.  Congress is in recess until the end of this month and so the bill 

is not likely for two more months.  This is problematic for only four 

states that do not have a July 1st fiscal year, but of course, we are one 

of those four states.  Hopefully that additional relief will be targeted 

to schools, so that it will offset the state’s failure to increase school 

spending.  

 

Look for subsequent state budget news and analysis when it becomes available later today. 

 


