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END OF SESSION ANALYSIS: 
 

CONCRETE GREASING THE 
WHEELS OF PROGRESS 

 

Gridlock.  I’ve always said that it’s one thing when leaders 
won’t do what you believe they need to do.  It’s quite another 

when they’re incapable of doing it.  The 2018 legislative session has ended with the 
legislature’s incapacity on full display.   
 

Oh, there are plenty of reasons why no major legislation (let alone public education-
related legislation) was approved prior to the legislature leaving Albany last night.  
There’s the 31-31 split between Republicans and Democrats in the Senate.  There’s 
the pending elections (when Democrats anticipate major gains as a backlash against 
national presidential policies.)  They’re biding their time and making sure not to give 
the other side anything to campaign on.  There’s the governor’s challenge within his 
own party, leading him to back the dissolution of the Independent Democratic Cau-
cus (that was previously relied on by the Republicans in the Senate to reach a work-
ing majority on legislation.)  All of this led us to a true 31-31 split, with no one will-
ing to cross party lines to pass anything of statewide importance. 
 

What’s that mean for our schools?  It means we hang on with all we’ve got-for what 
will surely be a season of changes next January.  Five leading Republicans in the 
Senate are retiring.  Their seats are “in play” for the first time in decades.  No matter 
who takes their place, they will be first term legislators with little to any clout, rather 
than the long tenured leaders who chaired major committees and shepherded im-
portant legislation. If the Democrats take control of the Senate, they will control both 
legislative houses and the governor’s office, a situation not known for productivity.  
(You’d think it would make things easier to arrive at a shared agenda and advance it, 
but you’d be ignoring traditional regional loyalties, like New York City representa-
tion and the upstate/downstate divide.) 
 

Perhaps most importantly, a shift in power would likely bring the logistical work of 
the legislature to an early standstill next winter, as old staff is fired and their replace-
ments battle a steep learning curve.  Remember the last time this happened, staffers 
struggled to understand how to physically put the state budget together (how to cross 
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check sections of law to make sure there were no conflicts, etc.) The result was a very unproductive session 
and an almost immediate shift in power back to the former (and current) status quo.  You’ll also remember it 
was the time that saw the start of the harmful Gap Elimination Adjustment.  Will new leadership follow 
through on their long promised education funding reform or will politics dictate that they play to their tradi-
tional power base, so that we get more of the same?  Time will tell. History should serve as a warning howev-
er, that they should think twice about simply continuing the direction of their predecessors, lest they quickly 
lose their newfound advantage. 

For now, politics means the end of a session short on legislative accomplishments.  No substantive change to 
the Foundation Aid formula (though they did continue the trend of providing most of the aid increase to fis-
cally challenged districts), no impressive total aid increase (leaving districts to use what fund balance was on 
hand, combined with a higher than normal tax cap rate to hold on to educational programs), no way to fix the 
APPR fiasco, as thankfully, the legislation advanced by the two houses was dramatically different and there 
was no agreement.  (The Assembly wanted local school districts to negotiate individually with their unions for 
a new approach, taking away administrators’ authority.  Their bill might well have led to increased, rather 
than decreased student testing.  The Senate wanted to take away school district authority over student disci-
pline by giving it to the Division of Human Rights, eliminate a year of tenure consideration and increase the 
number of charter schools.  There was no “clean” approach to the issue; only politically loaded rhetoric de-
signed to position the parties favorably with their constituencies heading into the fall elections.) 

Thankfully, the session also meant no real harm to our schools (In fact in their lone accomplishment, both 
houses passed a bill to increase the cap on the BOCES District Superintendent salary; a longtime RSA priori-
ty). The usual onerous suggestions contained in the Executive Budget proposal were rejected by the legisla-
ture.  Knowing they had failed to provide an aid increase sufficient to even carry over existing programs and 
services in our schools, leaders were reluctant to gore public education’s ox.  No one wants to pick a fight on 
election day, no one wants local discord traced to the actions of state legislators as voters head to the polls. 
And if truth be told, we played into their hands by doing what we do best…managing crisis to minimize the 
harm to students.  At the local level, we used retirements, reserves, held off on hirings and built local support 
to offset the tepid state support.  By passing almost all of our local school budgets, we spared legislators an 
election season of angry confrontations with voters.  Having lived through the mobilization of the Opt Out 
Movement, it was a gift for which politicians are truly grateful. 

There’s talk that they’ll return soon to deal with the expiration of New York City’s red light camera law, but 
little hope that a brief reconvening would result in anything of much import to our schools.  If the legislature 
feels comfortable going home without legislation protecting child victims, it must feel it can withstand being 
labelled as ineffective in improving education for them.  There is speculation that Senate Republicans may 
well have fallen into a trap by rejecting NYSUT’s Assembly version of APPR reform.  By rejecting that ap-
proach in favor of one that pays homage to Wall Street charter school backers and others, the Republican Ma-
jority may have given NYSUT leave to abandon its traditional support of whoever happens to be in power and 
shift donations and endorsements to Democrat candidates.  How long public employee unions can wield that 
kind of power is in question (as the U.S. Supreme Court is scheduled to hand down its “Janus” decision on 
Monday; where experts predict unions will lose their right to require dues from non- member employees.)  
The loss of revenue may make it harder both at the state and national level for unions to advance their agenda 
and to counteract recent shifts in policy.   

For now, we end the school year having successfully protected our students and our educational programs.  
Your RSA was in the thick of it, battling for funding to flow to our fiscally challenged districts, for Farm to 
School funding for our schools and farm economy, for Community School funding that is flexible, among 
many others.   For every bill we won, we helped defeat a dozen others.  In the end, we held your ground.  We 
can’t obsess about the future, but we can plan and act.  In a time when it’s impossible to advance specific leg-
islation, we must make ourselves well known; in preparation for the day we need to act as one.  As Tom Rog-
ers once said, we earn our political capital a penny at a time, so that we can spend it a dollar at a time.  In the 
immortal words of Bette Davis “Fasten your seatbelts, it’s going to be a bumpy ride.”         
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GEORGIA ON OUR MINDS 
 

How do the States of Georgia and New York compare?  Beyond the obvi-
ous North-South locations, there’s the fact that Georgia has county wide 
school districts and their rural schools are just some of the full array of 
schools located within any given county (making equitable distribution of 
local resources an issue.)  New York State, of course has individual school 
districts; each is its own municipality and its own local taxing authority…
but that hasn’t made funding rural schools more equitable in New York.  
The State of Georgia spends about $5,500 on each of its rural students.  
New York State spends twice that amount.  Georgia graduates about 40% 
of its rural students.  Again, we graduate more than double that percentage 
of our rural kids.  Georgia pays its rural teachers poorly on a national aver-
age, while New York is at the top.  Yet, Georgia and New York State are 
more alike than you’d think… 

 
They both spend less than half of the state average of their “per pupil” spending on their rural students.  They 
both tend to focus on the issues facing their urban students.  They both have high rates of rural student pov-
erty.  Perhaps most importantly, they both struggle to identify and act on the challenges faced by their rural 
schools. 
 
Your RSA was recently asked to help the Georgia School Boards Association (GSBA) form a Rural Schools 
Task Force.  RSA’s Dave Little traveled to Georgia, where he led a 
summit of rural school leaders in identifying their issues and chal-
lenges.  Those challenges and issues were recorded and GSBA is 
appointing task force members.  RSA will then work with the task 
force to arrive at legislative, regulatory and local responses that will 
help boost rural Georgia student achievement. Results of the task 
force work will be included in a policy brief to be presented to state 
and local educational and policy leaders.  
 
The value of helping our sister state hasn’t been lost on RSA’s Executive Committee.  Once we have the 
template in place from our work in Georgia, RSA will travel the state hosting regional workshops to produce 
similar information on New York State’s rural school challenges and issues.  We’ll then use that information 
to inform our advocacy and to educate our state leaders.  They say you should never approach a state official 
with a problem without offering them the solution.  Don’t leave it up to others to come up with the good ide-
as!  That will be the goal of RSA’s own task force and Rural Schools Policy Brief.  It’s an exciting way to 
focus our efforts and to include RSA member districts in work that helps them.  The old saying goes “pray to 
God, but row toward shore!”   
 
Let’s not wait for others to have an epiphany about the value and struggles of rural schools.   Look for RSA’s 
call to participate in regional forums to identify your issues-and then to help carry out an advocacy action 
plan to help solve them!    
 
Listen to the interview here: https://youtu.be/04bzP_0izRs 

  

RSA’s Dave Little is interviewed by 
Georgia television on RSA’s collabo-
ration with the Georgia School 
Boards Association to identify rural 
school issues.  

https://youtu.be/04bzP_0izRs
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DEPUTY DIRECTOR’S CORNER  

 
RESEARCH NEWS FROM CORNELL  

 
International Partnership Opportunity for You and Your Students: 
 
We recently received a request from a small and rural high school teacher seeking part-
nership for language and cultural exchange with a demographically similar school in NY. See the request be-
low, and please contact Gretchen (GKR1@cornell.edu) if you would like to be put in contact with her direct-
ly. 
 

                                                               May 2nd 2018 
RSA of NY 
Board of Directors 
  
I am contacting you on behalf of Escuela Secundaria 11, a small rural school in the town of Guanaco, district 
of Pehuajó. 
 
Pehuajó is a city of around 40,000 inhabitants and it is located 350 km from Buenos Aires, the capital city of 
Argentina. 
 
Being a teacher here in Guanaco has enriched the way I plan my classes and has let me reach my students in 
different ways: you know who they are, their families, their dreams and expectations and, before you know, 
the classroom is the place where new ideas come up to inspire us all. 
 
I am now aware of what it means to be part of a community of only 300 inhabitants. It means that teachers, 
students and parents are factors of change. There is a sense of team and solidarity that brings people together. 
 
The population is made up of dairy farm or ranch workers who sometimes migrate from farther provinces 
within our country. The school was established 10 years ago to meet the educational needs of the people liv-
ing there and has played an important role to the community; helped them take root and choose Guanaco to be 
the town where they decided to stay. 
 
The school has created significant learning opportunities for low income students who attend our public 
school and has reached a graduation rate of 100%: most of our graduates are now following higher education 
courses either at local institutions or National Universities in Buenos Aires or La Plata. 
 
Our enrollment rate has always been rather small if compared to the number of students attending larger 
schools in urban areas. This year, new government adjustment policies resulted in the merger of two courses 
in our school. Pedagogically speaking, learning process was damaged and education quality reduced. 
 
However, our community overcame adversity through teamwork. Parents and students started working and 
researching about the constitutional rights and educational legislation to see which tools they had to stand up 
for their rights. 

Dr. Gretchen Rymarchyk, 

Deputy Director RSA 
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It was a long struggle but the result spoke for itself. The students of 2nd and 3rd years sponsored by their parents 
took legal action and asked for the remedy of amparo under the constitutional right of equal education and 
child´s rights. The judge ruled in their favor and demanded educational authorities to return immediately to the 
previous status quo (that is the way most high schools are organized here in our country: 6 courses from 1st to 
6th years divided in two stages: elementary or basic and advanced or oriented stages. The last 3 years here in 
Guanaco are oriented towards Economics). 
 
As head of the English class in 2nd and 4th years, I put forward the idea of getting in touch with students from a 
rural school in United States. They were enthusiastic and open to start working on this project. The school 
principal and the English teachers’ staff have also taken great interest in carrying it out and offered their full 
support. 
 
We would very much appreciate if you could contact us with a rural school with similar characteristics. If the 
partner school of your choice had Spanish in their curricula, both institutions would be able to improve their 
bilingual programs. The project would focus on creating a Facebook page or a Whatsapp group for students to 
interact and talk about their schools, communities and interests. Any other suggestions such as possible virtual 
tours, interchange or educational trips to know each other in person are most than welcome! 
 
It is our belief that this project will be an exciting learning opportunity for Argentinian and American students. 
Our differences in terms of cultures, habits and language will present new learning opportunities. In the pro-
cess, we will surely find out that we have a lot in common when it comes to interests, values, economic activi-
ties and resources. 
 
Looking forward to your feedback and suggestions, please receive kindest regards, 
  
Karina Belletti 
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Call to Action: Stop the PROSPER Act  
 
This week, the House started the process of counting votes to consider taking up the PROSPER Act to reau-
thorize the Higher Education Act. This bill would significantly increase the teacher shortage issue I know 
many of you are facing by eliminating all teacher preparation elements of 
HEA and all student loan forgiveness programs currently exercised by teach-
ers in public schools. If you have not yet, please take two minutes to contact 
your Representative using our legislative action center here: http://
www.congressweb.com/AASA 
 
New Federal Money For School Safety—Apply By July 23! 
 
http://aasa.org/policy-blogs.aspx?id=42632&blogid=84002 
 
We invite everyone to share and attend an informational webinar on this grant application presented by 
Sandy Hook Promise in partnership with AASA.  The invitation is as follows and attached, and set for 
next Thursday, July 21, 2018 at 4:00PM EST. 
 
https://knowledgecenter.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?siteurl=knowledgecenter 

 
NEWS YOU CAN USE! 

 
RURAL FUNDERS URGE PHILANTHROPIES TO LET COMMUNITIES 
LEAD THE WAY 
By Betsey Russell 
 

http://www.dailyyonder.com/rural-funders-urge-philanthropies-let-communities-lead-way/2018/06/08/25937/?
utm_source=Daily+Yonder+6-13-18&utm_campaign=Daily+Yonder+6-13-2018&utm_medium=email 
 

The 3 Rural Americas RICHARD FLORIDA 
 
JUN 1, 2018 https://www.citylab.com/equity/2018/06/the-three-rural-americas/561791/?utm_source=twb 

FEDERAL UPDATE  

http://www.congressweb.com/AASA
http://www.congressweb.com/AASA
http://aasa.org/policy-blogs.aspx?id=42632&blogid=84002
https://knowledgecenter.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?siteurl=knowledgecenter
http://www.dailyyonder.com/rural-funders-urge-philanthropies-let-communities-lead-way/2018/06/08/25937/?
https://www.citylab.com/equity/2018/06/the-three-rural-americas/561791/?utm_source=twb
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2018 RSA SUMMER CONFERENCE 
WAIT ‘TIL YOU GET A LOAD OF THIS! 

 

Each year, your RSA seeks to provide more and better programming to our member school district leaders. 
This past year has seen some pretty dramatic increases in that effort, as we held fall, winter and spring summits 
in addition to our annual Summer Conference in Cooperstown.  With those successful events in our rear view 
mirror, we’re looking forward to summer 2018 and you should too! 
 
Here’s a preview of some of what you’ll experience: 
 

Pre-Conference Rural School Safety Summit, featuring NYSIR’s recently released white paper “Safer 
Schools” and NYSSBA Deputy Executive Director and General Counsel, Jay Worona. 
 

Dinner with State Education Commissioner MaryEllen Elia. 
 

National Rural Educator of the Year, Cuba-Rushford’s own Scott Jordan. 
 

National Rural Education Association Executive Director Dr. Allen Pratt 
 

New York State Comptroller Thomas Dinapoli  
 

12 handpicked presentations designed to make your district more efficient and effective. 
 

Evening receptions at the National Farmer’s Museum and The Otesaga Resort. 
 

FFA Statewide Student Oratorical Contest Winners 
 

The return of Cornell’s Dr. John Sipple on how to use data to improve your district’s performance. 
 

RSA Awards, including the James C. Dawson Lifetime of Service Award, presented to the Hon. James Tallon, 
former Assembly Majority Leader and Regent State Aid Committee Chair. 
 

Reception time with over 30 vendors providing innovative and practical services to improve your district. 
Opportunity to contribute to meaningful research efforts on behalf of rural schools.   
 

And last but certainly not least, the chance to refresh at one of the Finger Lake’s premier locations! 
 
Registration Materials available at: 
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/4f7b4b_1a3a75651e2e4a8c84b150be05de1a89.pdf 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/4f7b4b_1a3a75651e2e4a8c84b150be05de1a89.pdf

