EVERYONE HERE KNOWS ME,

MS.HUDSON | I
GOT ACCEPTED TO KNEW FROM
THE UNIVERSITY OF YOUR FIRST DAY HERE
lowall < YOU WERE GOING TO
> . MAKE IT BIG- I'M
SO PROUD OF

THE HEARTLAND MATTERS BECAUSE WITHOUT THEM, THE
COUNTRY WOULDN’T FUNCTION- IN THE SMALL TOWN OF
ELLIS, TOWA, THERE ARE FOUR TYPES OF STUDENTS THAT
HELP TO UNDERSTAND THE WIDESPREAD, DEBILITATING
PROCESS OF HOLLOWING oUT-

P
THE BEST KIDS ¢O- EMILY IS THE PRODIGY OF ELLIS, IOWA- SHE IS ABLE

TO PROSPER AS A RESULT OF THE INVESTMENT FROM THE COMMUNITY -
THE COMMUNITY TAKES PRIDE AND IN DIRECTIA E BEST KIDS oUT-

THE
IDEA OF GOING AWAY v -
MAKES ME NERVOUS. . - . -

MY STORY, AND THEY HAVE
GUIDED ME TO MAKE ME : -
WHO | AM. >3 :

SINCE
KINDERGARTEN, YOU
HAVE EXCELLED IN ALL
THAT YOou DoO.

AND, YOU WiLL
CONTINUE TO DO
SO THE REST OF
YOUR LIFE.-

LOOK
AT ALL THAT You
“s_ HAVE ACCOMPLISHED
\ HERE-




> NEW LIFE WILL BE
HARD.-

ELLIS
1S JUST THE
BEGINNING.- IT IS
YOUR TIME TO

INFLUENCE THE REST
OF THE WORLD. YOoU

OWE IT TO

YOURSELF.

BRENDAN, WHY
HAVE YOU BEEN IN

DETENTION OFTEN? I’M BEHIND IN

7/ SCHOOL. BUT, | WORK
LONG HOURS. | CAN PAY FOR
COOL CLOTHES AND | CAN
AFFORD A CAR WITH MY
PAY.

| THINK BECAUSE IT S8

IS MUCH CHEAPER AND Y.

THEY DON/T BELIEVE IN /
ME. £

GREAT.
THAT SEEMS
LIKE A GOOD

L~ \
ANYWAY, | HAVE A

( PURPOSE, I'VE \

S| MATURED AND | HAVE
- DIRECTION IN MY

EMILY WILL 6O ON TO EARN A DEGREE, AND LIKELY LIVE OUTSIDE OF
IOWA- WHEN THE COMMUNITY PAYS MOST ATTENTION TO ITS ACHIEVERS,

IT DRAINS ELLIS’ RESOURCES, AS IT SERVES YOUNG PEOPLE WHO ARE
LEAST LIKELY TO GIVE ANYTHING BACK TO THE TOWN.- EMILY BEGINS TO
SEE ELLIS THE WAY OUTSIDERS DO-

YOU SHOULD
VALUE THE MONEY THAT
YOU ARE MAKING NOW, AND

l/
SECURE THIS JOB. IT'S LIKELY

YOU WON'T GET INTO -
COLLEGE. MY PARENTS
AND TEACHERS SEEM
TO THINK SIMILARLY-
THEY ENCOURAGE ME TO
STAY, 6O TO TRADE
SCHOOL, OR TO THE
MILITARY .-

BRENDAN, A STAYER, WILL CONTINUE LIVING IN IOWA TO STAY AROUND
LIKE-MINDED PEOPLE. HE CAN’T IMAGINE LIFE ELSEWHERE.- HE ENTERS

| INTO THE WORKFORCE EARLY- HE FAILS TO REALIZE THAT SHORT-TERM

FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE WILL NOT BE ENOUEGH WHEN HE IS AN ADULT,
HAS A CHILD, AND A MORTEAGE-




|
HAVE THE DRIVE TO 6O
—T DO SOMETHING DIFFERENT-
NS | AM NOT AT THE TOP OF MY
?0, CLASS, NOR DO | HAVE THE
WHAT’S YOUR THERE. T aM MONEY FOR COLLEGE. BUT, |
COMPELLED TO SEE CAMPAIGNS FOR THE
LEAVE HERE. MILITARY. THE OPPORTUNITY
TO ENLIST EXCITES ME.-

' : T DON'T THINK MANY
PEOPLE WILL EXPECT THIS
X FROM YOU. BUT, YOUR TEACHERS
5] SPEAK HIGHLY OF YOUR WORK ETHIC
AND, YOUR ATHLETIC
D PERFORMANCES ARE

r’

I HAVE NO DESIRE TO
SETTLE INTO A MARRIED
LIFE, OR HAVE A DEAD-END
OB. | WANT THE OPPORTUNITY
TO SEE THE WORLD, SEE THE
OCEAN, AND TAKE A PLANE TO

N AN EXOTIC DESTINATION-

——

THIS
COULD BE A

GOOD OPTION FOR
YOU- MILITARY LIFE
DOES PROMISE
GLORY AND
EXCI

JESS
ICA, HOW ARE YOU?

WHAT’S YOUR NEXT MY PLAN IS TO GO

TO COMMUNITY
COLLEGE FOR TWO
YEARS -

SOPHIE WAS DESPERATE TO FREE HERSELF FROM WHAT SHE SAW
AS THE LIMITATIONS OF A SMALL-TOWN- SHE IS A SEEKER WHO

b| ENLISTED BECAUSE A LACK OF OPTIONS. SOPHIE REACHES

WHAT
DRIVES YOU TO DO
THAT?

I WANT TO SEE
WHAT THE WORLD
OUTSIDE ELLIS IS

LIKE-




I'M NERVOUS TO 60 ‘ JESSICA STARTED OUT AS A SEEKER, BUT LANDED BACK IN ELLIS AS
TOO FAR- MY FAMILY 1S HER NEW LIFE FAILED TO TAKE HOLD- AS A RETURNER, LIFE OUTSIDE
SEEMED TOO OVERWHELMING- THE SKILLS THAT SHE ACRUIRED MAY BE
| | OVERLOOKED, BECAUSE THERE IS AN UNDERINVESTMENT IN PEOPLE
WHO ARE ALREADY SITUATED TO HELP THE SMALL TOWN THRIVE-

J MORE EDUCATION WILL
BRING MORE OPPORTUNITY TO
YOUR LIFE.-

BN URBAN AREAS ARE ROBBING RURAL
W | A=EAS OF INTELLECTUAL CAPITAL-
. ‘ g :

THE STAYERS, LEAVERS, AND RETURNERS ULTIMATELY TEACH US , i
THAT THE SMALL TOWNS PLAY A BOLE IN THEIR OWN DECLINE. RN ~
YOUNE PEOPLE WHO HAVE TALENT GET AIBLIFTED OUT TO FULFILL —
THEIR POTENTIAL, AND THE INVESTMENT IN THEM MAKES A BOON BURAL JOB MARKET IS NOW 4.26 |

FOR SOMEPLACE ELSE- ELLIS TAKES PRIDE IN CHILDREN WHO SMALLER THAN IT WAS IN z002. | e

CRISIS IN THE HEARTLAND-

INCENTIVIZE YOUNG ADULTS TO LIVE IN RURAL AREAS BY
OFFERING TAX CUTS AND CREDITS.-

RETAIN COLLEGE GRADUATES.-

BRING MORE RECREATIONAL, CULTURAL, AND CONSUMER
AMENITIES -

SAVE-RIRALAMERICH - et




